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Community activist to throw ceremonial first pitch

By J. Isaac Noel
Benjamin, II
Rudolph “Rudy”

Valentino Wilson will do
Lansing and the Lansing
Juneteenth celebration
the honor of throwing
out the first pitch to start

the ceremonial
Juneteenth baseball
game honoring the

Negro Baseball League
and freedom. Wilson
could not be a better
choice. He has stood tall
in the area of community
involvement and issues

concerning the African
American community as
a whole. He was a past
president of the Lansing
chapter of the NAACP
from 1977 until 1987.
“There were problems, a
lot of wunrest and
someone needed to take
a stand,” he said.

Wilson  joined  the
Lansing NAACP in 1949
when he came to
Lansing to work on a
graduate degree at
Michigan State
University. He had been
a NAACP member in

Tampa, Florida where he
grew up. He was bornin
1924 and was one of 14
children. He served in
the Air Force during
World War II as a part of
the European Theater of
Operations. After being
honorable  discharge
from the service he
earned a B.A. degree in
Chemistry from West
Virginia State University
in  1949. Wilson
distinguished himself
after being hired as the
first  black  salaried
employee at Oldsmobile
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General Motors, as a
chemical engineer.
Wilson is married to his
wife Dorothy of 60 years.
He is the father of two
sons and has four
grandchildren.

In addition to serving as
a past president for the
NAACP, Wilson had a
long a storied career
helping the Lansing
community as a
commissioner and board
member for many
organizations. He is still
very active in the
community at age 84.
“The Juneteenth
celebration is about the
Emancipation
Proclamation,” said
Wilson. “I remember
growing up that my
brother in Texas held an
annual Juneteenth
celebration where
people from all over the
United States were
invited.”

Wilson also made a point
of noting that young
people specifically
should know about the
battles undertaken by
the people who came
before them.  “They
need to know why they
enjoy the freedoms they
have,” he said. “Tt
means a great deal to me
to throw out the first
pitch.”

Wilson also noted that
he intends to be at the
NAACP Juneteenth
booth helping out.

Rudolph “Rudy” Valentino Wilson

Congrats Juneteenth
Author & Poet, Dee Freeman,
wishes you continued success
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