
It looked more like Keystone
Kops than championship
basketball, but Kalisha Keane
nailed a three-point shot with
1:37 left to tie the score at 37-
37 and set the stage for
Michigan State’s 45-40
overtime victory over
Michigan in the quarterfinals
of the WNIT at the Breslin
Center Sunday, March 30.

The victory moves the
Spartans in the tournament
semifinals where they face
North Carolina State in a
7p.m. contest at Breslin,
Wednesday, April 2.

“It wasn’t the prettiest
game,” said MSU head coach
Suzy Merchant. “Both teams
came to play defense. We
were getting shots, but we
just couldn’t make them.”

“We were laughing about
the shot after the game,”
Keane said about her game
saver. “Alisa (Wulf) tripped
over Allyssa (DeHaan) threw
the ball to me. I put up a shot
and it went in. It wasn’t the
prettiest play, but it went
down and we’ll take it.”

Keane’s heroics capped a
second half comeback made
possible by stifling defense
and clutch shooting.

Hampered by three fouls
throughout the second half,
Keane led the way for the

Spartans on both ends of the
court.
Held scoreless in the first half,
the gutsy freshman forward
hit 15 points after the
intermission and frustrated
the Wolverines on defense,
getting into passing lanes to
disrupt while managing to
avoid picking up more fouls.
The Spartans trailed by nine,
37-28 with just 6:26 left in
regulation before applying
complete lock down defense
to turn the tide.
MSU went on a 9-0 run to
force the overtime, then
maintained the shutout until
just: 35 was left on the clock.
Michigan closed with three

free throws, not enough to
catch up.
MSU also failed to register a
field goal in the extra period,
but hit 8 freebies to notch the
victory.
“No that (MSU’s second half
defense) was the key to the
game,” said Michigan coach,
Kevin Borseth. “Sometimes
we couldn’t even get a shot
off. We seemed to pass the
ball around near the half
court most of the time. I don’t
remember us getting a very
good shot.”
Michigan was held to
21percent shooting from the
field, but MSU shot little
better, hitting just 29 percent.
DeHaan provided 13 points
to help turn back Michigan.
Britany Thomas grabbed 10
rebounds and Keane grabbed
8 to help MSU claim a 44-40
edge in that department.
“This is a real valuable lesson
for our team,” said Merchant.
“It’s survive and advance
here, just like the NCAA
tournament.”
The victory, MSU’s third in
the post season, raised the
Spartans’ record to 22-13.
Michigan finished at 19-14.
MSU earned its spot in the
quarterfinals with a second
round victory over Bowling
Green, 74-66, and a 58-54

third round win over Kansas.
DeHaan led MSU scorers
with 16 points against
Kansas, and Keane paced

scorers with 20 points against
Bowling Green. All three
contests were played at
Breslin.

The 22 victories marks the
first time a first year MSU
coach, male or female,
recorded 20 wins.
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By Ernie Boone

HOUSTON, TX – There are
no,”My bads,” at NCAA
Tourney time!
Nobody knows that better
than Michigan State head
coach, Tom Izzo.
Try as he may, the four-time
National Coach of the Year
was unable to adequately
communicate that to a
largely inexperienced group
of Spartans this season.
Now they know!
Lose track of your man on
defense – whoops! Chris
Douglas-Roberts back door
lay up; don’t get a body on a
rebounder – whoops! Joey
Dorsey put-back dunk; relax
and don’t chest-up on the
sub for a star player –
whoops! a pair of Willie
Kemp three-pointers!
In short – lose focus, don’t
follow the game plan, fail to
bring you’re “A” game at
NCAA Tournament
time…it’s over. One and
done!
And if you’re not careful, you
just might get thoroughly
embarrassed in the process.
Michigan State learned those
lessons the hard way here
Friday, March 28, in the
NCAA South Regional semi-
finals.
They got the education at the
hands of a talented group of
Memphis Tigers who hit the
Reliant Stadium floor
confident and loaded for
bear.
The Tigers, led by
Conference USA Freshman of
the Year, Derrick Rose (27
points) and Player of the
Year, Chris Douglas-Roberts
(25 points), were flawless in
the first half, burying the
Spartans 50-20 by halftime,
then coasting to a 92-74
victory.
To their credit, the Spartans

did an about face after the
intermission. They regained
their composure and battled
back to close to within 14
points, 76-62, with 4:13
remaining, but Memphis
steadied itself and hit 12 of 15
free throws down the stretch
to seal the victory.
Recognizing that they were
facing a less intense, less
energetic Memphis team,
MSU was almost as solid in
the second half as it was
inept in the first.
The Spartans outscored
Memphis, 54-42, held a 22-17
rebounding edge, turned the
ball over just three times, to
six for the Tigers and shot
55.6 percent from the field.
Memphis shot 62 percent (20-
32) in the first half and 40
percent in the second.
The first half hole they had
dug was just much too deep.
Among the bright Spartan
spots was the play of Goron
Suton. The 6-10 red-shirt
junior from Everett High
School led MSU with 23
points, 11 in the first half as
he tried to keep the Spartans
afloat. He fell just short of a
double double with 9
rebounds.
Freshman guard, Chris Allen,
came off the bench to score a
career-high 20 points. Kalin
Lucas was the only other
Spartan in double figures
with 11.
No one could find an
explanation for the early
MSU collapse.
After the game Izzo said that
he did sensed a sort of “deer
in the headlights,” feeling
during the disastrous first
half, but he could not
attribute it to stage fright,
fear or lack of preparation.
Seldom at a loss for words,
he joked about a first half
sitting on a stool cursing the
Reliant Stadium architects

for not having designed the
stadium with a hole into
which he could have
crawled.
It looked to me like disbelief.
It was as if the players
themselves couldn’t believe
what was happening to
them, and they were helpless
when it came to doing
anything about it.
They played like they were
stuck in the middle of a bad
dream and were not able to
wake up.
“We didn’t do anything we
said we were going to do,”
said Lucas, over and over
again. “We said we were
going to shrink the gaps to
keep them from driving to
the basket, we didn’t.
“We said we were going to
have six eyes on them (Chris
Douglas-Roberts and Derrick
Rose), we didn’t. We were
going to block out and keep
them off the boards, we
didn't. “Everything we said
we were going to do, we
didn’t do.” Izzo said it even
better.
“We didn’t execute,” he said.
“We didn’t execute on
offense, and we didn’t
execute on defense…I’ve
never seen us do the things
we did, which means some of
it had to be Memphis.”
The game marked the end

of the careers of seniors Drew
Naymick and Drew Neitzel.
Both had disappointing
nights. Neitzel, who finished
his career ranked 14 among
MSU scorers with 1,534
points, didn’t score until
there was just 1:47 left in the
game. He hit two three-point
shots late to finish with 6
points, and 7 assists.
Naymick, the MSU career
record holder in blocked
shots, finished with four
points, one rebound and one
blocked shot.

There was, a strange feeling
in the Spartan locker room
following the NCAA
Regional Semifinals loss to
Memphis.
The players were clearly
disappointed and feeling bad,
but there was also a strong
sense of a need for change
and a determination to make
that change happen.
“It sucks!” said senior Drew
Naymick as he slumped on a
stool in the Spartan Locker
room following MSU’s 92-74
loss to Memphis in the semi-
finals of the NCAA South

Regional. “It was awful.”
The underclassmen seemed

to hurt more for the seniors,
Drew Neitzel and Drew
Naymick, than for
themselves. They hated to
send the Drews out on so
disappointing a team
performance.
“That’s the worst part,” one

said. “We let the Drews down.
Those guys have worked so
hard and done so much, then
to go out with us playing like
this.
We’ve got next year. For them,
it’s all over.”

If there was one consolation,
it was the way the Spartans
played the second half.
“We battled back,” Naymick
said. “We didn’t lay down.
We fought like I learned to
fight in the five years I’ve
been here.”
“It’s heartbreaking,” said
freshman point guard, Kalin
Lucas, but we’ve got to get
ready for next year.”
That’s what seemed so
strange about the players’
mood.

MSU advance to quarter finals

Lady Spartans notch 45-40 OT WNIT victory over Michigan

Ernie Sez

Kalisha Keane (32) 

Returning Spartans
determined to change

continued on page 7



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


