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Freshman lifts MSU to 59-44 victory over Wolverines

By Ernie Boone

Just in time! That's what the
Michigan State University
coaches and fans are feeling
about Raymar Morgan's
outstanding performance in a
grind-em-out, 59-44, victory
over the University of
Michigan at the Breslin
Center February 13.

The 6-7 freshmen forward
hit 14 second half points to
keep the Spartans' fading
NCAA Tournament hopes
alive.

His scoring outburst
provided the boost MSU
needed to break open a close
contest and assure victory in
what head coach Tom Izzo
had privately called a “must
win,” contest.

Morgan took over with
about 12 minutes left, scoring
nine points in a five minute
stretch to spark a 16-7 MSU
run put things out of reach.

“I felt that my team needed
me at that time,” Morgan said
about his scoring outburst.
“The guys did a real good job
of getting me the ball where I

could score, and I just took it
over from there.”

The victory, MSU's ninth
straight over the Wolverines
at Breslin, snapped a four-
game Spartan losing streak
and raised MSU's record to
18-8 overall and 5-6 in the
conference.

Morgan's 18 points for the
game were the most he's
scored since coming back
from a stress reaction in his
right shin which kept him out
35 days and seven games in
December.

Spartan coaches and fans
are hoping the outburst
means that Morgan is finally
back in shape and ready to
resume his role as a major
weapon in the MSU offensive
arsenal.

“He's starting to get it back,”
said Spartan coach Tom Izzo
following the game.

“He missed some shots
early, some lay-ups, but
Raymar is a heck of a player,
and I don't think any of us
will appreciate what it's been
like to be out as long as he
was.

Raymar Morgan

“It's hard for freshman to
get back and right in the
groove of things.”

Morgan is confident that
he's back in the groove and
thinks that he can provide
scoring on a consistent basis.
“I can't promise you that
(score 18 points per game). It

Spartans assemble 20 high school
player football recruit class

would be really be great if I
could do that” he said.
“Whatever my team needs,
that's what I try to do.”

His resurgence is right on
time. MSU is in the midst of a
first ever four-game home
stand that will se Iowa,
February 17, Wisconsin,
February 20 and Indiana,
February 27, follow the
Wolverines to Breslin.

Forecasters think 21 wins
will assure the Spartans of an
NCAA Tournament berth. To
accomplish that they need to
win out at home, or win two
of the three remaining home
games and beat either
Michigan or Wisconsin on the
road.

That won't happen unless
Morgan provides consistent
offensive punch.

Since he is now able to
practice full time, Spartan
coaches have added plays to
take advantage of his skills
and plan to go to him inside.
Against Michigan Morgan
scored on some post-up
moves and cuts to the basket.

The Spartans would like to
make those weapons a
permanent part of their game
plans during the stretch
drive.

Prior to his injury, Morgan
played like a house afire. He
became the first Spartan
freshman to score in double
figures his first six games.
Twice during that stretch he
scored 18.

Then came the injury!

Morgan has started the last
seven games, and gradually
worked his way into shape.
Despite not practicing full
time, he's been logging plenty
of game time, averaging more
than 30 minutes per game
during the last five games.

He ranks as the team's
second leading  scorer,
averaging 10.5 points per
game, and ranks third in
rebounding with a 4.9
average.

- Mark Dantonio's new
Michigan State staff didn't
sign every football player it
wanted, but wanted every
player it signed.

Ten weeks after being named
head coach of the Spartans,
Dantonio  assembled a
recruiting class of 20 high
school players -- 13 on
offense, six on defense and a
punter.

To no one's surprise,
Michigan State failed to land
any of the state's three Parade
All-Americans and ranked in
the second division among
Big Ten schools, according to
all analysts.

But Dantonio and his

assistants were successful in
adding four promising
linemen on each side of the
ball and making major
inroads in Michigan and
Ohio.

"You're going to win games
up front in this conference,"
Dantonio said. "And we
signed some players who can
help us do that. We also
formed relationships that will
last. Every time you make a
contact, something happens.
A relationship either
strengthens or weakens."

The Spartans signed seven
players from Michigan, six
from Ohio, two from Illinois
and New Jersey and one each

from Kentucky, Tennessee
and Georgia.

Michigan State could add two
or three other players who
remain undecided or need to
complete an  academic
requirement.

"We've got a couple of guys
still hanging," Dantonio said.
"They're highly recruited
players. But that should work
itself out in the next week or
s0."

The biggest names are wide
receiver Mark Dell from
Farmington Hills Harrison in
Michigan and defensive
tackle Antonio Jeremiah, a 6-
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Cedillac Club Ids!

¥ "Lansing’s .B_EAIS'tar" ¥

Open Mic Prelude to Cadillac Club Idol 2007
Applausue-o-meter to Determine Nightly Winners.

All Money Collected Awarded to Winners Nightly!
Begins Wednesday, January 10th at 8:00 pm
& every Wednesday thereafter till the official competition!

The Cadillac Club
REO Town Restaurant & Night Club
1115 S. Washington Ave - Lansin
(517) 853-1912 * www.TheCadillacClub.com

$5 Entry Fee with

MI 48910

Focus On Your future

Attention All Lansing School District and Area 11th & 12th Grade Students

The Hill Career Academy is currently enrolling students with a
plan!
That’s right, if you are interested in your future in college
and/or a career we may have the program for you.
Hill offers authentic learning opportunities with the real world
focus students need to compete in today’s global marketplace.

Call 755-1060 or ask your
high school counselor for more information or a FREE
brochure regarding the many courses that are currently
offered at Hill Career Academy.

Telecommunications - Electonic/Electrical Technology - Visual Imaging - Business Services Technology - Auto Collision Repair -
Automotive Technology - Construction Trades - CRAFT (Career Readiness & Fitness Training - Emergency Medical Technician -
Pharmacist Assistant - Health Careers - Cosmetology - Hospitality & Food Management - Protective Services - Landscape &
Greenhouse Technology - Medical Billing

The Hill Career Academy is committed to excellence and relevance in education for all students.

It is the policy of the Lansing School District thatdiscrimatory practices based on gender, race, religion, color, age, national origin, disability,
height, weight or any other status covered by federal, state or local law be allowed in providing instructional opportunities, programs, services,
job placement assistance, employment or policies governing student conduct and attendance. Any person suspecting a discrimatory practice
should contact the Department of Human Resources at the Lansing School District, 519 W. Kalamazoo Street, Lansing, Michigan 48933 or call
(517) 755-2000.




