All of Michigan State
University's football
returnees are sick as the
Spartans and head coach John
L. Smith couldn't feel better as
the Spartans open fall football
practice.

"We're all," sick of losing,"
said junior running back,
Jehuu Caulcrick, "and we're
determined to prove we're
better than that."

"Every year there's talk about
a different attitude,”
Caulcrick said, "This time I
can really see a difference. It
started right after the Penn
State game and continued all
through summer.

"All of the guys really worked
hard. We ran seven on seven
drills in the afternoon, and
guys would stay after
watching film and doing
everything they can to get
better."

Jehuu Caulcrick

It's that new attitude, that
determination and focus on
work that has Smith beaming.
Smith, starting his fourth
season at the Spartan helm,
feels that MSU is in its best
position since he's been here
to win big.

"I'm excited," Smith said. "I'm

Kaleb Thornhill is ready to “get down”

Impact player

By Ernie Boone

Kaleb Thornhill hope's to
play without pain this season
- for the first time since his
senior season in high school.
The former Eastern High
School standout is set to start
his junior season at MSU after
what has been his most
productive  summer  of
conditioning ever.

Thornhill has been plagued
by injuries since graduating
from Eastern. He injured his
right knee prior to the start of
his freshman year. It was not
apparent that his patellar (the
ligament that connects the
knee cap to the tibia bone)
was torn, and rehabilitation
work made it worse.

He sat out his first season as a
red shirt, but was named
Scouting Team Defensive
Player of the Week twice for
his work in practice.

When  the tear was
diagnosed, following the red
shirt season, he underwent
surgery.

Although he played the next
two seasons, appearing in 12
games (starting four) as a
freshman and starting 10 of 11
as a sophomore, the knee has
never been quite right.

Last season he was also
slowed by a
shoulder injury.

It didn't keep him from
appearing in every game and
recording 63 tackles, four for
losses from his middle
linebacker position.

In January Thornhill traveled
to Pennsylvania for surgery
and had scar tissue removed
from the knee.

Thornhill said that the doctor
was really thorough, even
putting his finger in to make
certain that all of the scar
tissue had been removed.

ready to go.
showed up."
Smith and the Spartans are
eager to start the season and
are looking forward to the
chance to erase the taste of
last season's disappointing
showing.

MSU started 4-0 last year
before nose-diving to a 5-6
mark.

"We want to get rid of that
stench," Smith said.

MSU opens the at home
against Idaho, September 2,
then hosts Eastern Michigan,
September 9, and travels to
Pittsburgh, September 16.
Notre Dame comes to town
September 23.

The Spartans will not face
Wisconsin and Iowa this year,
a fact that also boosts Spartan
hopes this year.

Smith is pinning his hopes on
what appears to be a

hopes

The result is that the knee is
responding better than at
anytime since the injury.
"Because of my knee, I
haven't been able to run much
during the summers,"
Thornhill said. I've always
had to ride the (stationary)
bike a lot.

"This summer was the least
I've ridden the bike since I
started here. It's the first time
I've been able to run with the
guys and do all the things
they do."

And he's been doing it
relatively pain free. For the
first time he's been able to
work out more than four
weeks without having to take
a break to relieve the pain and
swelling.

That lack of pain has
everyone in the MSU camp
excited.

"Kaleb is having his best
summer,” Smith said. "He's

"The guys all

improved more aggressive
defense and a veteran-
studded offense that boasts as
good a group of skill players
as there is in the country.
MSU averaged 33.8 points per
game and ranked in the top
20 in all four offensive
categories:  (20)  rushing
offense, 201.8 yards per game;
(11) passing offense, 295.5
ypg; and (5) total offense,
497.3 ypg,

Although most observers are
taking a wait and see attitude
regarding the MSU defense,
Smith was impressed with the
progress made during the
spring and expects continued
progress during the season.
Defensive coordinator, Chris
Smeland shares the optimism.
Smeland points to senior
leadership, always a key
factor in success at the major
college level.
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Spartan gridders have a “New Attitude”

The Spartans have five senior
starters who are expected to
provide leadership and make
plays.

Tackles Clifton Ryan and
David Stanton anchor the
defensive line, David Heron
Jr., heads the linebacker corps,
and Greg Cooper and
Demond Williams hold down
the corners in the defensive
backfield.

Ryan, 6-2 302-pounds, is the
only returning starter on the
defensive line, and he is
moving inside after three
seasons at end.

He had 22 solo tackles last
season, four for losses. In two
seasons as a starter he has 75
stops, 14 for losses.

Stanton started three games
last season and totaled 13
tackles, two for losses. At 6-3
290, he has the bulk and

quickness to hold down the
spot.

He's  getting lots  of
competition from junior
college transfer, Ogemdi
Nwagbuo who impressed the
coaching staff during spring
drills.

Herron, 6-1, 245-pounds, has
All-America potential. He
was MSU's second leading
tackler with 65, four for
losses.

Cooper is making the switch
from free safety to corner this
season to take advantage of
his athleticism and
competitiveness. He
recorded 48 tackles, three for
losses last season.

"Corner is his natural
position,"” Smeland said.

"l played corner four years in
high school," Cooper said. "I
like it at corner the best."

to play without pain

smiling coming off the
practice field. I'm looking for
Kaleb to have his best year."
But no one is more optimistic
the Thornhill.

"The shoulder is fine," he
said. He's bench pressing
430 pounds.

And so far, so good with the
knee. It held up well under
the summer running and
seven on seven drills the
players organized.

He's anxious to see how it
holds up when the Spartans
put on the pads and start
hitting.

"The real test is when we start
contact work," he said.

His improved physical
condition  has  enabled
Thornhill to speak up and
play a more active leadership
role.

He feels more comfortable
speaking out when he knows

that he's all the work his
teammates are doing.

It's certain teammates will
listen. The words will be
coming from a third year

starter who is also a two-time
All-Big 10 Academic Team
selection for his work in the
classroom.

Kaleb Thornhlll (43) helps ‘make stop in MSU’s
61-14 victory over lllinois last year
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Three Very Special
Karaoke Events
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Week 13 - August 9
August 9th - People's Choice Finals
Applausometer determines trophy winner

August 16th - Round II Finalists
5:00 - 8:00 Dinner, Special CC Idol 2 Dinner Menu
7:00 - 8:25 Performances by 1st and 2nd runner-ups
8:00 - Red Carpet Arrival of Contestants & Judges
8:30 to 10:30 Performance & Judging by panel
10:30 - 11:00 Prizes and entry fees Awarded to winners
August 30th - Ultimate CC Idol for 2006

(43 pciw; Celebration Services presents:

6 elebnation Funouncements

%PM&;

he Am

éﬁdm&h: iwmoimeomenis announces their parties, festivals,

receptions, galas, holidays and other Events of Life that take
place in The Michigan Bulletin’s reading community.

&y

7%’5, Paty, z'ée ;‘:”Wﬁdat ag @eé’eémi‘wn

=
L&A

liill."i_ i L ..|

C)d'xﬁ’ 2 lowe ﬂf-umamzj

celebration

friends
newspaper’s
l'Il“lI_'I i

Events of Life such as:

news
publicizes special occasions, events
and celebrations of families and
in The Michigan Bulletin
reading
their Events of Life,

is a

column that

community,

Top 4 winners from CC Idol I and II sing 2 songs each Weddings  Concerts  Valentine’s Day Reunions
Judges will determine winners who will perform at the “F"'Ip d”'s.'m"s E‘E.'Ste; g'adeH'sm'”t” “g“”th Eot'('j"“':.s
REO Town Music Festival between September 1st & 3rd. RIS My Yo Sdip oo ok
(www.reotownmusicfestival.com) Good Luck Marry Me Birth Announcements Birthdays
: Th d : New Years Ramadan St Patrick’s Day Father's Day
Ty _urs EY'S . Retirements Christmas Bar Mitzvahs Mother’s Day
Swingin' Sidewalk' Patio Party Kwanzaa Thanksgiving Quinceanera

Conventions
Congratulations
Cinco De Mayo

Bridal Showers
Children’s Day
You're the Best

Every Thursday through the summer join us
for Great Music, Open-Mic Singing,
and Dancing in the Streets with DJ Owen Scott~!
Thursday Drink Specials

Special Shooters $1.00 Buckets of Beer...
5 bottles of Bud or Bud Light for $10.00

4 Corona for $10.00

2 - 60 oz pitchers domestic draft $10.00

For Excellent Food, Fun Dancing, and Superb Entertainment,
It's The Cadillac Club. Your Classy, Jazzy, Fine Dining,

Restaurant, Cabaret and Event Center in REO Town!
Serving Lunch and Dinner (call for hours)

and offering FREE Limo and Shuttle Service (call for details).

The Cadillac Club
REO Town Restaurant & Night Club

1115 S. Washington Ave - Lansing MI 48910
(517) 853-1912 * www.TheCadillacClub.com

Engagements
Anniversaries
Sweetest Day

Please send us the information about you, your family or
friends «coicbeating  the Events of Life, by email:
mrpartycservi@aol.com, fax or call our office at:
517-482-9782. The information we need is: date and place
where the celebration event occurred, and the names of
everyone you, your family or friends want mentioned that
attended the event. When we receive the information, we will
announce the celebration event in the next edition of

(eletration nnouncements

“The way you celebrate says a ot about you!”

P.0.Box 14342 Lansing, Michigan 48901
Office: 1-517-482-9782 Fax: 1-517-393-2442 Email: mrpartycserv@aol.com
Website: www.mrpartycelebrationservices.com




